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SOME ACCIDENTS OP WAB

Owing to some unfortunate circumstances which
have not been cleared up, the control of the Supreme
Command over the western wing Armies was by
no means firm. This may be seen both from the
description of the September fighting on the German
western wing in the records and from the following
report to the Second Army Commander sent from
Vauxaillon on the 16th September. Its opening
sentences show clearly the dangers from which the First
Army escaped by a timely withdrawal after its isolated
attack against Maunoury's Army:

" From the wireless message from the Supreme
Command, sent from Luxemburg at 11.55 p.m. on the
15th September, to the Second Army Commander, it
is clear that an order must have been given at an earlier
period for the First Army * to guard against surprise on
its right flank by moving in a clearly defined echelon
formation/ Another Supreme Command Order must
also have been issued on the 14th, according to which
'the First Army is to avoid any dangero'us enemy
operation against its flank by withdrawing due north-
wards/ Neither of these Orders arrived here, and
their existence only became known the morning after
through the above-mentioned wireless message.

" Until now the First Army has considered its duty
to consist in holding the Aisne position in order to cover
the flank of the Armies. The right flank has been
withdrawn to the vicinity of Cuts, south of Noyon, the
left flank remains at and north-east of Vaifly. Accord-
ing to instructions received from the Second Army Com-
mander, the left wing of the First Army was to attaek